


HELLO!

| am Maia Klaassen

+%* Research focus: Information Disorders and Media Literacy Interventions

X Development Specialist at the University of Tartu (teaching too)

*2* NGO EDRC (manages Disinfotest.org)

X help out with Propastop on a voluntary basis

\J . . .o
** #Ilamhere Estonia (#minasiin) lead

*%* National MIL week coordinator; Baltic EDMO coordinator; contact point for
MIL networks (DWA, IREX, SALTO)
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EXPOSING RUSSIAN-BACKED
NETWORKS AND ORGANISATIONS
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REGULARITY

Pre 24/02: a story per
week, no matter the
weather.

Post 24/02: a story a
day.

PROPASTOP

VOLUNTEERING

The circle of writers
remain anonymous.

Post 24/02: a lot of
new volunteers, even
more anonymous
stories.

DETECT, ANALYSE,
DEBUNK

“No one else is doing it,
so we must. There is no
other choice.”

Post 24/02: 10 000
readers per day average,




STATS FOR RUSSIAN
PROPASTOP

x Propastop.org/rus @ Socials

1. - August 2022 vs August 2021 3x more viewers 1. FB reach: 10x rise in Aug compared to July

2. 4x growth in averages per day 2 . FB visits: 4x rise

3. 2022 total visits more than 4x more

‘L?m Top stories Audience overview

1. VF contracted Narva man who was killed 1. 2/3 men
and left on a field in Ukraine

2. Mostly Estonia, then VF and Finland

2. Hacker attack against Propastop Rus 3. From Estonia, mostly Tallinn, 1/10 Narva

3. The media chronology of Narva tank



The montoring robot Propamon looks for news
related to Estonia in the Russian media.

News today News yesterday: 11 News abundance trend
1209.2022 11.09.2022 Last six months

Archive




CrOWd PRODUCTS v LATEST NEWS RESOURCES v SYSTEM STATUS ABOUT US

A tool from Meta to help follow,
analyze, and report on what’s
happening across social media.

Learn about the product and what data we track.




What are Estonians doing to strengthen our democracy?
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There is no one magic solution. No magic wand.
What we have banked on in Estonia:

Strategic communication (State Chancellery)
Psychological defense via white and black hat comms
35-hour course on MIL in year 11 (elective for around Y4, mandatory for 3/)

...since 24t of Feb

Media Literacy Envoys giving guest lectures and workshops in schools (journalists,
media specialists, propaganda experts)

new micro-degree “Information Resilience” for state officials

the awakening of community-led approaches (#iamhere, #NAFO)

regular fact-checking at two of our biggest media houses (Postimees, Delfi)
Project- based fact-checking and workshops by Estonian Debating Society (1/30)
Yearly Opinion Festival topics revolve around desinfo, propaganda and MIL
Constant research on what works and what is “nice to have”



Theory does not go into practice

like a duck goes into the water.
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